East Texas Colloquy by unknown
East Texas Historical Journal
Volume 10 | Issue 2 Article 11
10-1972
East Texas Colloquy
Follow this and additional works at: http://scholarworks.sfasu.edu/ethj
Part of the United States History Commons
Tell us how this article helped you.
This Colloquy is brought to you for free and open access by SFA ScholarWorks. It has been accepted for inclusion in East Texas Historical Journal by an
authorized administrator of SFA ScholarWorks. For more information, please contact cdsscholarworks@sfasu.edu.
Recommended Citation
(1972) "East Texas Colloquy," East Texas Historical Journal: Vol. 10: Iss. 2, Article 11.
Available at: http://scholarworks.sfasu.edu/ethj/vol10/iss2/11
136 EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL JOURNAL
EAST TEXAS COLLOQUY
by BOBBY H. JOHNSON
· .
Military buffs will be interested in the recent pUblications of the Old Army
Press (405 Link Lane, Ft. Collins, Colorado, 80521). Each is accompanied by
or prominently features pictures, paintings and other illustrations that graphically
enlivens the text. Available titles include lndian-Fighting A rmy, by Fairfax
Downey ($10.00), BUffalo Soldiers West, by John M. Carroll ($7.00), and The
Face of Courage: The Rinehart Collection of Indian Photographs, introduction by
Royal Sutton ($12.50), among others. Of immediate interest is a handsome
portfolio by J. Hefter of six plates illustrating the uniforms of the Army of the
Republic of Texas. They were painted to accompany the forthcoming Star Alone,
The Army of the Republic of Texas. Bound like a book, they are easily remov-
able for framing but store nicely in the stiff-board binding that protects them
more than adequately. The colors are brilliant and dramatize that the Texas
army was not, at least in intention, a rag-tag group. Also included is a facsimile
reproduction of the 1839 Dress Regulations of the Army, issued by executive
order but signed by Albert Sydney Johnston. This 16-page pamphlet is complete,
detailed, and informative. The plates should be very useful for classroom use,
and historians interested in dress or military affairs will find them interesting.
The price for the Portfolio is $10.00.
A new book, Historic Houses of San Augustine, will be available December L
Compiled by Mrs. Edward Clark, this pictorial work will feature homes, churches,
and the old mission site. An announcement notes that William D. Wittliff is the
publisher and Jim Alvis the photographer. Persons interested in acquiring a copy
should send $11.00 to the San Augustine Historical Association, Box 622, San
Augustine.
The San Antonio Conservation Society celebrated its forty-eighth birthday
in March. Special recognition went to two living founders, Miss Emily Edward!'>
and Mrs. Lane Taylor.
Several new films on American Folk Art are available from Colonial Wil·
liamsburg. The films, which may be rented or purchased, are "Folk Artist of
the Blue Ridge", "Around the World in Eighty Feet", "New England Folk
Painter", and 'The Art of the Conservator." In addition, there is a sound film-
strip on American folk art and a folk art slide lecture set. Inquiries should be
sent to: Film Distribution Section, Colonial William!:iburg Foundation, Box C,
Williamsburg, VA 23185.
The Journal recently received an attractive brochure describing the Presi-
dential Museum in Odessa. Located on the lower level of the Ector County
·-
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, ;" Library, the museum features more than 5,000 artifacts and items of presidential
memorabilia.
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The Texas Historical Survey Committee sponsored a traveling museum
workshop for museum personnel around the state. The six one-day sessions
were held in April and were designed to assist small museum curators.
One such meeting occurred in Huntsville on April 24, hosted by the Walker
County Historical Survey Committee and the Sam Houston museum. Assisting
with the seminar were Lawrence Miller of the University of Texas, Lonn Taylor
of the Winedale Inn, and Ron Morrison of the Texas Parks and Wildlife Depart·
ment. A delegation attended from the San Jacinto County Historical Survey
Committee.
The Historical Survey Committee also announces the appointment of Daniel
J. Traverse as state museum consultant. His duties will include visits. to the
more than 300 museums in Texas.
County Judge Peyton M. Walters was recently named president of the
Polk County Library·Museum Board. Other members of the board are: Ward
Jones, Ben R. Ogletree, Allen Peebles, Harry Weingertner, Mrs. B. C. Lively,
Miss Lorene Stevens, Moody Jackson, Jr., and Robert Willis. Ex-officio members
are Tom Nevinger and Mrs. D. C. Sewell.
Polk County has been chosen as one of the ten pilot counties in Texas for
participation in the production of county histories. A script and slides will be
prepared by the local historical survey committee.
Persons interested in maintaining historical landmarks are urged to join the
National Trust for Historic Preservation. A variety of memberships is available,
ranging from a $10 active membership to a 525 associate membership. Those
interested should write the National Trust for Historic Preservation, 740-748
Jackson Place, N.W., Washington, D. C. 20006.
Fifteen county historical survey committees have been selected to participate
in a pilot oral history project organized by the State Historical Survey Com-
mittee. East Texas counties are Hill, Freestone, and Montgomery. The project
is funded by the Texas Historical Foundation.
History Club members at Tarrant County Junior College celebrated Texas
Independence Day with an impressive program of speakers. Dr. Ralph Steen,
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president of Stephen F. Austin State University, spoke on ''The Continuing Revo-
lution." Other speakers were Lt. Gov. Ben Barnes, Arthur Guerrero. Jenkins
Garrett, and Dr. Melvin Banks.
The Confederate Research Center at Hill Junior College, Hillsboro, recently
hosted the centennial reunion of Hood's Texas Brigade Association. Reactivated
at HIe in 1966, the Association is one of the strongest post-war veterans groups
formed in the United States. More than 500 persons hold membership in the
group. Dr. Frank Vandiver was scheduled to speak at the banquet climaxing
the Spring meeting.
The American Association for State and Local History continues to
recognize outstanding contributions to the field of state and local history.
Appropriate nominations, referred through regional chairmen, were acted upon
at the AASLH annual meeting in September. Texas is in Region 8, along with
Arkansas, Louisiana, and Oklahoma. Dorman H. Winfrey of the Texas State
Library is regional chairman.
The following information was submitted by Hobart Key, Jr., of Marshall.
In 1894 my grandfather Edmund Key was president of the First National
Bank, Marshall, Texas; a position he held for more than 50 years. Mr. Louis
B. Webster was president of the bank in Jefferson, Texas. The Websters were
also an old East Texas family with large land interests in Panola and Marion
Counties. Mr. Louis Webster helped develop the Caddo oil field.
The whole of East Texas was agitated in 1893-95 by the activities of the
James and Younger gangs of desperados and bank robbers. These activities
culminated in the famous bank robbery in Longview in which a number of
people lost their lives in an old fashioned gun battle on the streets of Longview.
On May 28th, 1894, one of the gang was drinking heavily in the famous
Rosebud Saloon in Jefferson, Texas. This establishment, located on Vale Street,
convenient to the county court, was only one of the numerous saloons catering
to the boom town port of Jefferson, head of navigation on the way west to Texas
and at the time of the wealthy towns of the area. Jefferson boasted in 1898 of
15 saloons, 4 banks and the heaviest river traffic in the state.
When the Rosebud closed at around 12:30 a.m. on the morning of the 29th
the clean up boy found a money purse on the floor of the back bar. In it was
found the following letter which was forwarded to Mr. Key in Marshall, at once,
by messenger on horseback. Mr. Webster's letter of transmittal explains the
circumstances. The messenger, a trusted servant of the bank, and a deputy
sheriff covered the 15 miles from Jefferson to Marshall in 1 hour and 12 minutes
and delivered the message to Mr. Key at his home at 4:20 a.m. on the 29th.
Suitable arrangements were made by all banks and in the words of the Victorian
era "The plot was foiled."
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Here follows Mr. Webster's letter and the James and Younger gang letter
which was enclosed:
Jefferson. Texas
5129/94
Mr. Key
Dear Sir and Friend
I enclose you a true copy of a letter found on the floor of a saloon in this
city at a late hour last night by Our deputy Sheriff. The letter was in an old
money purse. Please keep very quite about the matter as we are going to try
to stop them. By no means allow the public to get hold of it.
YOUTS truly
(5) Louis B. Webster
AMERICAN EXPRESS COMPANY
Bright Star Tex
May 27, 1894
Dear Pete
We slipped up on the Shreveport scheme our guide was taken sick from
vaccination we will chop cotton for AbIine until the Longview boys make a
deposit of booty. I always was against dividing the boys. I always thought we
orter have taken Longview Marshal and Jefferson furst which could have been
dun too slick, pore George Bennet is gone and I always told him he orter wear
his bress plate even if it did hurt him. He was to brave. Now if we had been
together pore George wood be living. We expect to much for business purposes
at hope as Konsow-we intend to sea to it that the banks let money out to the
people or give it to us and we will circulate for them. We dont mine given a
pore feller a few dollars to help him along. We have got more friends than the
bankers have because we are more liberal. We will keep you posted when we
will visit Jefferson and Marshall our plans worked out by Capt Frank is to send
horses to suitable places on Red River by Guss. with horse traders outfit. I ship
over guns and anununishun in drummers trunk as bagage. We will never be
together until we meet you at your selected place. We to be selected yet on the
Caddo take by wagin to our boats-We will have four paulin saks to put the
silver in. You will take charge of Jefferson silver and sink in the river and if
to hotly pursued will berry Marshall silver in lake I send this by Sticlen who is
breakin for a time to find out some things I gave it to him a Alloula we will all
be together soon that aint woonded. I send you thirty five dollars to pay expenses
destroy this. Keep us posted by mailing our men on the Frances Jessie is gone
to meet the other boys.
Alfred.
ps.
Our grate work is not begun yet. After the H. James we are going for national
officers and bankers not missing only a few will escape. We will have a black
and white list.
It will be noted that the members of the gang mentioned in the letter can,
with some certainty, be identified. Capt. Frank being Frank James and Jesse
being Jessie James. I have retained the original spelling and quaint word use,
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just as in the original, now much faded and still in my possession. It is inter-
esting to note that the Shreveport spy was taken ill from a vaccination. In 1894
some quack doctors in Shreveport were vaccinating against yellow fever, which
had almost depopulated the city in an earlier year, and it is possible the spy fell
victim to these false doctors.
This incident in the career of the James gang has never before been published
and should add factual evidence to the store of legend surrounding the career of
the James brothers and their men.
The Journal regrets the recent passing of Dr. C. K. Chamberlain, co-
founder of the East Texas Historical Association and long-time editor of
its publication. Dr. Chamberlain, who retired from Stephen F. Austin
State University in August, 1971 fOllowing a long career in education, died
on June 13, 1972 from injuries sustained in an automobile accident eight
days earlier. We are thankful that we carried a tribute to Dr. Chamberlain
by Carl L. Davis in our Spring, 1972 issue, pages 3 through 6, at a time
when he could enjoy it with us.
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